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ABSTRACT 


The first legitimate publication of the name Pelargonium appeared in Aiton’s Hortus 
Kewensis of 1789. This generic description was however copied from L’Héritier’s unpub- 
lished manuscript titled Compendium Generalogium, for which reason L’Héritier is consi- 
dered to be the author of Pelargonium. The specific descriptions of Pelargonium in the 
Hortus Kewensis were supplied by L’Héritier and were taken verbatim from his Compen- 
dium Generalogium. For this reason L’Héritier should also be regarded as the author of 
these species. Pelargonium cucullatum (L.) L’Hérit. Geranium cucullatum L.) is propo- 
sed as lectotype species of the genus. 


UITTREKSEL 


AANTEKENINGE OOR DIE NOMENKLATUUR VAN PELARGONIUM 
(GERANIACEAE) 


Die eerste wettige publikasie van die naam Pelargonium het verskyn in Aiton se Hortus 
Kewensis van 1789. Hierdie genusbeskrywing is egter oorgeneem uit die ongepubliseerde 
manuskrip van L’Héritier met die titel Compendium Generalogium, en om hierdie rede 
word L’Héritier as outeur van Pelargonium aangewys. Die spesiebeskrywings van Pelar- 
gonium in die Hortus Kewensis is voorsien deur L’Heéritier en is woordeliks oorgeneem uit 
sy Compendium Generalogium, en daarom moet L’Héritier as die outeur van hierdie 
spesies beskou word. Pelargonium cucullatum (L.) L’Heérit. (Geranium cucullatum L.) 
word voorgestel as lektotipe-spesie van die genus. 


HISTORICAL REVIEW 


The name Pelargonium was derived from the Greek word ‘‘Pelargos’’ mean- 
ing stork—it refers to the elongated schizocarp which resembles the bill of a stork 
in appearance. 

Burman (1738) was the first to use the name Pelargonium. In his Rariorum 
Africanarum Plantarum eight species of Pelargonium were described and illus- 
trated by Hendrik Claudius. It is not possible to identify all the species in this 
work, but the current P. cucullatum (L.) L’Hérit. is doubtlessly one of the species. 
Burman gave phrase names to the eight species. 

Linnaeus (1753) and several successive botanists recognised only a single 
genus, Geranium, until the French botanist Charles-Louis L’Héritier de Brutelle 
distinguished Pelargonium as a genus separate from Geranium. 

L’Héritier was by vocation a magistrate in Paris, but he was also a noted 
amateur botanist. It is known that he was continually in contact with European and 
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British botanists. He was in active correspondence with Sir Joseph Banks in 
connections with various matters, including the Geraniaceae (Dawson, 1958), and 
in 1786 he visited London to work in Banks’ herbarium and to consult Dryander. 
At this stage he made it known to Dryander ‘That he desired to write a 
monograph on the genus Geranium’’ (Dawson, 1958). L’Héritier started to work 
on this monograph, but apparently it was never completed. His unfinished 
manuscript Compendium Generalogium exhibens Erodium, Pelargonium, 
Geranium, Monsoniam et Grielum, dated 1789, remained unpublished and after 
his death it was acquired by A. P. de Candolle. Printed but unpublished proof 
sheets (64 pages) of this work are at present at the Conservatoire Botanique, 
Geneva. In these proofs 31 species of Erodium and 89 species of Pelargonium 
were described. (Actually the descriptions of only 85 species of Pelargonium are 
extant, as pages 57 and 58 containing the description of four species, have been 
lost.) Also in the Conservatoire Botanique is a manuscript introduction to the 
monograph in L’Heritier’s own handwriting. In this introduction he provides, 
amongst others, an explanation of the respective genera of the Geraniaceae. The 
fact that this work was never published, can probably be ascribed to the 
contemporary situation in France. It was a time of political unrest during the 
French Revolution, in which L’Héritier was intimately involved due to his 
vocation as magistrate. He was murdered on 16 August 1800 in Paris (Stafleu, 
1963). 

However, a work of L’Héritier which was published, is his Geraniologia seu 
Erodii, Pelargonii, Geranii, Monsoniae et Grieli Historia Iconibus Illustrata. 
Although dated 1787—1788 on the title page, it was apparently only published in 
1792 (Stafleu, 1967). It consists of 44 uncoloured engravings of which the 
majority were prepared from original drawings by P. J. Redouté; 31 of the plates 
depict pelargoniums. 


AUTHORITY FOR THE GENUS PELARGONIUM 


It is essential that the question of who should be regarded as the author of the 
genus Pelargonium, must be resolved. The first post-linnaean published work in 
which Pelargonium is recognised as a separate genus, is William Aiton’s Hortus 
Kewensis (1789). During a recent visit to the British Museum (Natural History) I 
had the opportunity to examine a manuscript of the Geraniaeceae for Aiton’s 
Hortus Kewensis. In this manuscript, of which the major part was written by 
Solander although the handwriting of Dryander is also present, the name Pelar- 
gonium is nowhere used. Most probably it was Dryander who finally wrote up the 
Geraniaceae for the Hortus Kewensis (1789), as Solander had already died in 1782. It 
is also quite clear that he had L’Héritier’s manuscript Compendium Generalogium 
available. In the preface to the Hortus Kewensis it is stated that ‘‘References are 
frequently made to the works of M. L’Héritier, under plants of which he has not 
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yet published either descriptions or figures; these are taken from communications 
this gentleman frequently made, during the course of printing, of everything he 
had prepared for the press. But, as the public will in due time be put into 
possession of the whole, little need be said on this subject”. 

With the generic description of Pelargonium in Hortus Kewensis reference is 
in fact made to L’Heéritier who supplied the description and as this description is 
essentially identical to that in the Compendium Generalogium, I therefore propose 
that the genus Pelargonium should be cited as follows: 


Pelargonium L’Herit. in Ait., Hort. Kew. ed. 1, 2: 417 (1789). 


AUTHORITIES FOR THE SPECIES OF PELARGONIUM IN AITON’S Hortus KEWENSIS 


It is noteworthy that the specific descriptions of pelargoniums in the Hortus 
Kewensis are repeated verbatim from the Compendium Generalogium of 
L’Héritier. With the specific descriptions reference is made to the numbers of the 
species in the Compendium Generalogium as well as to the figures in 
Geraniologia . . . (1792). Only in the case of P. hirsutum (species number 1) no 
mention is made of the works of L’Héritier, because this species was not included 
in L’Héritier’s works. On the other hand, P. cordatum which is included in the 
Compendium Generalogium, was not taken up in the Hortus Kewensis. The extant 
Compendium Generalogium consists of 64 pages, but apparently some pages are 
lost, because the Hortus Kewensis refers to an additional six species which were 
supposed to have been included by L’Héritier. 

Against this background the author citation of the Pelargonium species in the 
Hortus Kewensis can be considered. Because the specific descriptions agree 
verbatim with those of L’Héritier, and because it is clear that they were supplied 
by L’Héritier, I am of the opinion that the latter should receive recognition, as in 
the following example: 

Pelargonium pinnatum (L.) L’Hérit. in Ait., Hort. Kew. ed. 1, 2: 417 (1789). 

In the case of P. hirsutum, the species which was not included in the 
Compendium Generalogium, the author citation should be as follows: 


Pelargonium hirsutum (Burm. f.) Ait., Hort. Kew. ed. 1, 2: 417 (1789). 


TYPIFICATION OF THE GENUS PELARGONIUM 

It is amazing that such an internationally known genus as Pelargonium has 
apparently never been typified. Nowhere in the literature could I find any 
indication that a type species for Pelargonium has ever been designated. 

The choice of a type species for a genus is arbitrary, but it must be within the 
framework of Article 7 of the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (1978 
edition) which states amongst others that: ‘‘The type of a name of a taxon 
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assigned to a group with a nomenclatural starting point later than 1753 is to be 
determined in accordance with-the indication or description and other matter 
accompanying its first valid publication’’. 

In this instance the Hortus Kewensis is the first valid publication of the genus 
Pelargonium, and as lectotype species, I propose Pelargonium cucullatum (L.) 
L’Hérit. in Ait., Hort. Kew. ed. 1, 2: 426 (1789). (Geranium cucullatum L., Sp. Pl. 
ed. 1, 2: 677 (1753)). The generic description in Hortus Kewensis applies entirely 
to P. cucullatum. Furthermore, this species was one of the first pelargoniums to be 
collected and described, and it is one of the most important ancestors of garden 
hybrids which are today cultivated all over the world. 
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